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-AIR  POLLUTION  VARIANCES  REQUESTED 

-UTILITY  SITING  RULES  HEARING  RESCHEDULED 

-ECONOMIST  JOINS  EQC  STAFF 

-ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENTS  RECEIVED  FEBRUARY  1-15,  1974 
AIR  POLLUTION  VARIANCES  REQUESTED 

The  draft  environmental  impact  statements  (EIS)  for  air  pollution  variance 
requests  by  Anaconda  Aluminum  Co.  (Columbia  Falls  aluminum  reduction  plant). 
Anaconda  Co.  (Anaconda  copper  smelter),  and  the  American  Smelting  and  Refining 
Co.  (ASARCO  E.  Helena  smelter)  are  available  from  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  (DHES)  in  Helena. 

All  three  EISs  state  that  DHES  recommends  that  the  State  Board  of  HES  deny 
all  three  requests. 

According  to  the  EISs,  the  variance  decision  depends  on  "whether  granting 
the  variance  would  result  in  the  continuation  of  emissions  into  the  air  to  an 
extent  sufficient  to  constitute  danger  to  the  public  health  or  safety,  and 
whether  denial  of  the  variance  would  provide  hardship  without  equal  or  greater 
benefits  to  the  public." 

Copies  of  the  statements  are  available  from  Daniel  Vichorek,  Technical 
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Writer,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  MT  59601. 
Any  written  comments  should  be  submitted  to  Vichorek  before  March  9,  1974. 

According  to  the  EISs,  because  of  the  need  to  hold  hearings  as  soon  as 
possible,  there  will  be  no  15-day  extension  of  the  30-day  waiting  period 
following  issuance  of  the  EISs. 

UTILITY  SITING  RULES  HEARING  RESCHEDULED 

The  public  hearing  to  consider  the  adoption  of  rules  regulating  utility 
siting  has  been  rescheduled  for  February  27  in  Helena.  (The  hearing  was 
originally  scheduled  for  February  6.)  Interested  persons  may  present  written 
or  oral  data,  view  or  arguments  at  the  hearing  in  the  Department  of  Natural 
Resources  and  Conservation  Auditorium  at  1:30  p.m.,  Department  of  Natural 
Resources  Building,  32  S.  Ewing,  Helena,  MT. 

The  rules  would  define  terms  governing  the  applicability  of  the  Utility 
Siting  Act  and  prescribe  the  form  and  content  of  the  application  for  a 
certificate  of  environmental  compatibility  and  public  need,  the  content  and 
format  of  long-range  plans,  and  the  method  of  itemizing  the  estimated  con- 
struction costs. 

Copies  of  the  proposed  rules  are  available  from  Albert  Tsao,  Administrator, 
Energy  Planning  Division,  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  at 
the  address  above. 
ECONOMIST  JOINS  EQC  STAFF 

Richard  L.  Bourke,  economist,  joined  the  Environmental  Quality  Council 
staff  this  month.  He  has  a  B.A.  degree  in  economics  from  Northwestern 
University  and  an  M.B.A.  in  finance  from  Columbia  University. 

Bourke  came  to  Helena  from  Fairfield,  Conn.,  where  he  was  the  vice- 
president  for  business  operations  in  a  family-owned  development  and  design 
business. 
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Bourke  was  a  VISTA  volunteer  in  Montana  several  years  ago  and  worked 
with  the  legislature,  state  agencies,  and  individuals  and  communities  through- 
out the  state.  After  that,  he  was  a  VISTA  trainer  in  Denver  and  a  consultant 
in  Boulder,  Colo.,  specializing  in  program  development  and  evaluation,  technical 
writing,  and  research  for  federally  funded  agencies  and  corporations. 

NEW  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENTS 

STATE  Originating 

Date  Received  Subject  Agency 

02-01-74         Prairie  Dog  Town,  near  Greycliff.  F&G        N 

Project  consists  of  acquisition 
and  development  work.  Over  100  acres. 

02-01-74         Fort  Peck  Dredge  Cuts  Fishing  Access       F&G        N 
Site  in  Valley  Co.  Project  consists 
of  improvements  to  site.  140.6  acres. 

02-05-74        Tri-City  Ranchettes  Subdivision  near       DHES       N 
Columbia  Falls,  Flathead  Co.  12  lots 
on  56.40  acres--minimum  lot  size  is 
4.52  acres, 

02-05-74        Holland  Addition  Subdivision,  north        DHES       N 
of  Bigfork.  2  lots  on  3  acres-- 
smallest  lot  is  1.4  acres. 

02-08-74        Big  Rock  Fishing  Access  Site,  4  mi.        F&G        N 
so.  of  Big  Timber.  Project  consists 
of  improvements.  62  acres. 

02-08-74        Anaconda  Aluminum  Co.  Reduction  Plant,      DHES       D 
Columbia  Falls.  Air  Pollution  Variance 
requested.  Hearings  will  be  held  after 
the  30-day  comment  period.  There  will  be 
no  15-day  extension  of  the  30-day  comment 
period  following  issuance  of  this  EIS. 

02-08-74        Anaconda  Co.  Smelter,  Anaconda.  Same      DHES       D 
as  above. 

02-08-74        American  Smelting  and  Refining  Co.,  East 

Helena.  Same  as  above.  DHES       D 

FEDERAL 

02-08-74        Crow  ceded  area  coal  lease--Westmoreland    USD!/      F 
Resources  Mining  Co.'s  proposal  to  strip    PEDD 
mine  Tract  III  in  southeastern  Montana. 
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New  env'ronmental  impact  statements  (continued). 

02-11-74        Proposed  regulations  governing  USDI/      D 

the  disposal  of  coal  mine  waste.  PEDD 

Proposed  action  revises  current 
regulations  governing  the  disposal 
of  coal  mine  waste. 

02-14-74        Flathead  Wild  &  Scenic  River  Proposal.      USDA/FS/    D 
219.0  mi.  of  the  Flathead  River  proposed    PEDD 
for  inclusion  in  the  National  Wild  & 
Scenic  Rivers  System. 

D  -  draft  statement.        F&G  -  Fish  and  Game  Department. 
EW  -  emergency  waiver.       DHES  -  Dept.  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences. 
F  -  final  statement.       USDI  -  U.S.  Department  of  Interior, 
N  -  negative  declaration.         PEDD  -  Planning  &  Economic  Development  Div. 

USDA  -  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

PEDD  -  Planning  &  Economic  Development  Div. 
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